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The Application of Animation and Comics
Democratic Politics Courses: A Study of the ONE
PIECE

Wei-Hsien Tsai
Assistant Professor

Department of Public Management and Policy,
Tunghai University

Abstract

In recent years, some universities and corporations have begun
incorporating animations and comics into their teaching materials, which
may also include visual arts and written narratives, finding that these can be
both entertaining and intellectually stimulating. In this paper, | show how the
application of entertaining and attractive animation and comics as teaching
materials for general democratic education classes is more effective than
traditional materials, especially for students of diverse backgrounds.

The paper offers a textual analysis of ONE PIECE, an animation and
comic series from Japan popular among college students in Taiwan. | discuss
and survey the metaphors found within the often exaggerated and absurd
stories, relating them to themes such as the nature of government, justice and
authority.

Keywords: democracy education, justice, government, authority, animation
and comics
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