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On Key Themes of Global Education and Their
Curriculum Design

Yung-Feng Lin
Abstract

In the wake of increasingly evident impacts of globalization, many countries around
the world are putting more emphases on developing global or international education then
ever before. Through different curriculum or pedagogy reforms, it is hope that students
could be equipped with a global view of world or with global competitiveness. This paper
aims to investigate key themes of global education and to analyze the global education
in the current 1-9 year education. In the first section, main themes or topics of global
education are investigated and curricula in both England and Australia are discussed.
Furthermore, three key models of curriculum design concerning global education are
elaborated. In other words, global education are presented through: first, five key themes;
second, diverse global issues; and thirdly, collaborated project between or among different
countries. This paper went on to analyze the curriculum guideline for 1-9-year education
and the indicators for 1-9 year international education. In general, ‘diversity and identity’
and ‘environment and sustainable development” are commonly to be included in the
current curriculum. On the contrary, ‘conflict and peace’ and ‘human right and social
justice” are less emphasized than others. It is recommended that different themes are all
key aspects of global education and, therefore, should all be included into the curriculum

for students to build up a more well-balanced global perspective.

Yung-Feng Lin, Associate Professor, Graduate Institute of Curriculum Studies, Chung Cheng University.
E-mail: arthurlin97@gmail.com
doi:10.3966/181653382012090702002
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