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The Impact of the Digital Divide and Digital
Opportunity on the Integration of Information
Technology into Instructional Activities for Young
Children

Ru-Si Chen
Associate Professor
Department of Child Care and Education,
Yu Da University

Abstract

The integration of information technology into instructional activities
in early childhood education is not only affected by social-structural
limitations and the digital divide, but also related to the provision of digital
opportunities, and the empowerment of agents to access and use information.
Based on data collected through interviews with parents and educators, and
observation of situations in which information technology is integrated into
instruction, the researcher describes how the application of information
technology in young children’s pedagogy is influenced and shaped by the
digital divide and digital opportunity. According to the results, differences in
parents’ socio-economic backgrounds and membership of social groups are
reproduced through the digital divide in children’s access to, use of, and
engagement with information technology. However, if young children from
minority or disadvantaged groups are able to access information technology,
through the provision of equal digital opportunities in kindergartens, their
engagement and performance in learning can be improved. Finally, the
researcher discusses the findings and offers recommendations, as a reference
for early childhood educators engaged in the use of technology to develop
innovations in educational praxis.
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