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National Core Competencies and Its Implication to
Curriculum Development

Ching~Tien Tsai, Yen-Hsin Chen
Abstract

National core competencies not only are the necessary core competencies that
everyone should have in Taiwan, but also are new curriculum theoretical constructs which
have their theoretical rationale. The authors in this paper argue the importance of national
core competencies and articulate the meaning of national core competencies. The authors
of the article have done the researches on the “A Research of Core Competencies of
K-12 Curriculum Guideline and Continuity in Different Learning Areas” and “A Study
of Core Competencies in Different Schooling Stages and Curriculum Integration of
Different Learning Areas” for the National Academy of Education Research. Based on
these two researches, the authors in this paper further explores the importance of national
core competencies and articulated meaning of national core competencies. In this paper,
the authors also suggest that the national core competencies should be the key stone of
curriculum reform of K-12 national foundation education, and thus could build a structure

of curriculum system of national foundation education in Taiwan.
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