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The Treatment of Global Issues in Elementary
School EFL Textbooks

Ya-Chen Su
Associate Professor
Department of Applied English
Southern Taiwan University of Science and Technology

Abstract

The global village has arrived. People all over the world have direct
contact with each other through politics, economics, technology, travel, and,
education. The purpose of this study was to examine how global issues are
presented in elementary school EFL textbooks. Three different versions of
English textbooks used from grades 3 to 6 were examined. The methodology
employed was textbook content analysis. Three themes were examined: 1.
current global issues and problems; 2. intercultural understanding; and 3.
global citizens’ responsibilities. Each textual analysis consists of two types:
content analysis and picture analysis. The results showed that the three series
of textbooks covered a large number of issues relating to “global vision,” but
most focused solely on the theme of intercultural understanding, and the
topics were limited to certain festivals, food, and world-famous children’s
stories. The content and illustrations primarily transmitted information about
mainstream Western culture and lifestyles, with particular emphasis on the
United States.

Keywords: global education, English learning, elementary textbook analysis,
intercultural understanding
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