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Learning Through Social Movement: A Study of
the Application of Framing Theory in a Petition
Process Initiated by Instructors of Wanhua
Community College

Min-Hsiung Hsu
Associate Professor
Graduate Institute of Adult and Continuing Education,
National Chi Nan University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate how instructors at Wanhua
Community College used the “framing theory” to transfer negative
evaluations into alternative ideas, and to explore how they developed coping
strategies to arouse motivation to participate in protests against unfair
evaluations from the Education Bureau, and to fight for procedural justice.
The study employed qualitative research methods, including unstructured
interviews, a research journal, and content analysis. The results showed that
the instructors did not participate in the petition action primarily on public
grounds, but rather because of the excessive discrepancy between the
Education Bureau’s stigmatizing evaluation result, and their positive identity
and emotions. Participation in the petition action not only allowed instructors
to understand the structural problems of the community college, but also
shaped the construction of their identities as “community college instructors”
and “citizens.” It also advanced the realization of the community college
ideals of “liberating knowledge and building civil society.”

Keywords: community college, social movement, framing theory
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