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The Effects of Parental Involvement in Schooling
on Educational Achievement of Junior High
School Students: A Social Capital Perspective

Chih-Lung Hsieh
Assistant Professor
Department of Public and Cultural Affairs
National Taitung University

Abstract

This paper aims to apply James Coleman’s theory of social capital to an
examination of the effect of parental involvement, viewed as a form of social
capital, on the learning outcomes of junior high school students, and on their
subsequent educational tracking in Taiwan. The data analyzed came from the
Taiwan Education Panel Survey. The research findings showed that the
educational attainment of the students exhibited the characteristics of “class
reproduction” in educational stratification. The higher the mother’s level of
education, the more frequently parents communicated with each other; hence,
their children tended to attain better IRT scores and receive better teachers’
assessments. As a result, these students will have a higher chance of entering
academic senior high schools. The results indicate that high status families
have an advantage, through active parental involvement, which enables them
to maintain or increase the competitiveness of their children in educational
achievement.

Keywords: parental involvement, social capital, educational stratification,
educational achievement
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BiliamiE
EE 11 1EE 12 1EE 13
B P Exp(B) B P Exp(B) B P Exp(B)
FEAL TP
KT AR A58 *** 1171 157 *** 1169 .128 *** 1.136
AWM ET AR 214 *** 1239 208 *** 1231 169 *** 1.184
QALK 19 ** 1126 117 ** 1.124 118 **  1.126
74 .015 1.015 .032 1.032  .150 1.162
i
z R -.072 .930 -.048 .953 -.103 .902
o g -.027 .973  -.031 969 -.113 .894
R 1.032 ** 2,807 1.029 ** 2.797 2.104 *** 8.200
Fhe) i
A A A e -421 * 656 -.406 * .666 -.078 .925
FRARA RS -.740 ** AT77  -713 * 490  -.002 .998
i
BRE
Py -.084 .920  -.090 914  .008 1.008
2544 -.563 * 569 -.567 * 567 -.496 .609
FrER 798 *** 2220 805 *** 2237 .844 *** 2325
R BN BN
FERBI A - .056 * 1.057  .002 1.002
g2 1 3L
£oA RS - -.042 959  .001 1.001
N
QEAECE | I JF e .091 1.095 .074 1.077
TT %
FEa sk - 1.056 *** 2.874
b . = 145 *** 1156
Constant -4,159%** -4.142%%* -6.217%**
-2LL 2849.177 2840.948 2387.965
Pesudo R?3 0.138 0.141 0.278
Cox & Snell R? 0.164 0.167 0.302
Nagelkerke R? 0.226 0.229 0.416
N 2551 2551 2551

*p<.05, ** p< .01, ***p<.001
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