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Chen-Yu Lo’ Educational Visit to Japan and
the Drafting of School Systems in
Late Ch’ing

Yu-Wen Chou
Abstract

Chen-Yu Lo had concern about agriculture and education. He was invited by
Governor-General Chih-tung Chang to preside over the Agriculture Department of
Hubei and its Agriculture School. In 1901, ordered by Chang and Governor-General
Kun-1 Liu, he led a group of delegates to visit educational institutions in Japan. Within
two months, he discussed with influential politicians and educators, visited 24 schools
in Tokyo, Kyoto, and Nara, and purchased elementary and secondary school textbooks
and laboratory equipments. When he returned, he had five meetings with Chang,
and lectured on education for Hubei officials. On behalf of Chang, Lo had drafted a
new educational system, and it was to be presented to the throne by Chang and Liu,
however, the proposal was withdrawn due to the objections of Liu’s subordinates.
Later, Lo made the collected materials public, and published his account of the visit to
Japan, he also presented his own version of educational plan in the Journal “Education
World”. Unfortunately Lo was not engaged in the planning the Ren-yin and Kuei-mao
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school systems, and his publications were only used as one of reference sources, even
though two of his proposals probably adapted by the officials in charge. The planner
of Kuei-mao, | Chen, was a translator of several Japanese education acts and he took
the educational visit to Japan with Lo; however, because the key policy-makers were
inexperienced the school system borrowed from Japan could not completely meet the
educational need of Ch’ing dynasty.

Keywords: inspection on Japanese education, educational borrowing,
educational transfer, educational visit to Japan, school system in
late Ch’ing, Chen-Yu Lo
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