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Implement Narrative Inquiry to Immigration Education
and Explore Cross-cultural Understanding of Student
Teachers

Sl1u~Lin8 Huang
Abstract

Since 1990s, the number of new immigrants’ children has increased gradually.
Children of immigrants have become one of the important ethnic groups in the
classroom. Under this multicultural circumstances, teachers should develop their cross-
cultural understanding. Furthermore, the curriculum for teacher education should be
designed to response the social construction of internationalization in Taiwan society
and diversification of school members. This study focuses on immigration education and
proceeds field interview with 20 new immigrants and 10 school teachers for children
of new immigrants. By means of narrative inquiry, this study uses the immigrants’ life
experiences to write narrative texts which are applied to the curriculum of immigration
education in teacher education subsequently. The teaching mode of cross-cultural
understanding is implemented in the curriculum as well. Before participating in the
curriculum of narrative inquiry, most student teachers view new immigrants as outsiders
with sociological-pathological perspectives. With the cross-cultural understanding and
communicative curriculum of narrative inquiry, student teachers start to comprehend

immigrants’ experiences and the process of their ego formation and transformation in the

Shu-Ling Huang, Professor, Graduate Institute of Curriculum Instruction and Technology, Chi Nan
University. E-mail: suli2@ncnu.edu.tw
doi:10.3966/181653382015091002003
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historical, social and cultural construction and context. Instead of the previous negative
attitude, student teachers look upon new immigrants as insiders with the concept of
egalitarian model of culture. They realize all cultures have their own values and meanings,
and know how to respect differences between new immigrants’ cultures and mainstream
culture. This study suggests that as the giver of knowledge and culture in the multicultural
Taiwan society, it is necessary for teachers to understand the unique of their own culture
and reflect their values on the culture. Simultaneously, teachers should keep the attitude
of tolerance, understanding, appreciation toward different cultures and be capable of
teaching their student these perspectives to be pioneers in the field of the multicultural

education.

Keywords: teacher education, narrative inquiry, immigration education, cross-cultural

understanding
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