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Marginalization and Border Crossing.: A
Feminist Analysis of Knowledge/Power Relations
in the Gender Education Curriculum of
Secondary Teacher Education Programs

Chiao-Ling Yang
Professor
Department of Education

National Kaohsiung Normal University

Abstract

This study aims to understand the range of courses offered dealing with
gender education in secondary teacher education institutions, and to analyze
knowledge/power relations in the field of education and teacher education
courses from a feminist perspective. The study finds that gender education is
marginalized, and the gender ratio of instructors is extremely unbalanced.
The majority of instructors emphasize raising gender consciousness as an
important and sometimes even sole objective. Although the belief that “the
personal is political” is stressed, issues related to the feminization of
teaching are rarely treated independently. Most syllabi deal with concepts
fundamental to gender, but very few include units on feminism or women’s
movements. Both separationist and integrationist views reflect power
relations within disciplinary knowledge and teacher education curricula. This
article argues that the value of gender equity should be taken more seriously,
and that a more complete range of gender-related courses be offered in
teacher education programs. Educational scholars need to loosen disciplinary
boundaries, in order to develop curricular objectives, construct core
concepts, and develop teaching materials and methods for gender education
in teacher education.

Keywords: gender education, teacher education, feminism, disciplinary
knowledge, curriculum studies
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