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Why do Higher Education Policies in Taiwan
Incline towards Neo-Liberalism? A Critique on
this Approach

Dr. Tien-Hui Chiang
Chairperson, Bachelor Program of Senior Services,
South Taiwan University of Science and Technology, Tainan, Taiwan
President
Taiwan Association for Sociology of Education, Taiwan
The Guest Professor
Beijing Normal University, China

Abstract

Under American promulgation, globalization has expanded its sphere of
influence. As this system embodies a considerable amount of capitalist
profit, its member countries need to conform to its rules. However, they are
not subject to its domination but voluntarily support its values because they
have embraced its core philosophy - neo-liberalism. As globalization
requires individual countries to improve their international competitiveness,
the role of the state is shifting from one which prioritizes social justice to a
market focus. This market-based approach, thus, legitimizes the logic of
entrepreneurialism in the implementation of education, so that its core
concern is no longer the pursuit of academic neutrality, but rather of market
profits. This logic also drives school administration into the mode of
Taylorism, adopting a bureaucratic approach, and molding school culture
into one of utilitarianism. This essay sets out to explore the relationships
among globalization, neo-liberalism, public managerialism and higher
education policies in Taiwan.
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