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Abstract

This study aims at exploring the implementation of the academic placement and
language support policy for immigrant students in an elementary public school in
Washington State, U.S.A. The study investigated an ethnographic case study of one
K-5 elementary public school with a high degree of ethnic diversity among its students
for 9 months. Multiple methods of data collection including participant observation,
data analysis, and interviews were applied. The findings of this study are as follows:
(1) Most of the English Language Development Programs for immigrant students in
Washington State emphasized bicultural education approach and education for the

exceptional and culturally different. (2) The implementation of immigrants’ academic
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intervention policies emphasized the integrity placement to meet students’ holistic
needs. (3) Friendly interpretation services were provided to support the immigrant
families participating in educational activities. (4) Accountability had an equity
problem. At the end, the paper provides three suggestions according to Taiwan’s

context.

Keywords: multicultural education, immigrants, linguistic support, academic

placement
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