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Abstract

Putonghua is an essential subject in Hong Kong secondary and primary schools.
A key to the training of Putonghua teachers is to strengthen the Putonghua language
competence of those teachers with Cantonese as their daily language and to help them get
high marks in the Putonghua proficiency test. The immersion programme is an important
part of the undergraduate Chinese language education. The programme is financially
supported by the Hong Kong government. Curriculum developers, instructors, and
preservice teachers are eager to know whether the programme is effective. This study
focused on preservice teachers’ development of Putonghua abilities. The immersion
programme was evaluated by using the CIPP model. The results of the context, input,
process, and product evaluations were utilized to improve the design and implementation
of the Putonghua immersion programme. The results revealed that the immersion
programme was effective to enhance pre-service teachers’ Putonghua listening, speaking,

and pinyin skills.
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