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Abstract

In the past, Taiwan’s vocational high school education was oriented to
the goal of providing primary-level technicians. However, with the
development of democratization the ideal of cultivating democratic citizens
has become a further aim of vocational education. Utilizing discourse
analysis, this research explores how this civic ideal is embodied in
textbooks, focusing on the relations between cultivating workers and
cultivating citizens. The research finds that currente textbooks add four new
themes: protection of citizen rights, deregulation of government, promotion
of student-centered curricula, and advancement of concern for disadvantaged
groups. However, these new discourses are arranged in particular discursive
formations: 1. introducing citizen’s rights, but neglecting how rights are
practiced; 2. overvaluing government’s functions and then neglecting
discussion of democratic governance; 3. prescribing new obligations to
become ideal workers for employers; 4. cultivating citizens to respect
disadvantaged groups, but also fostering citizens to see them as other. The
worker education discourses are closely embedded in these discursive
formations.

Keywords: vocational high schools, citizenship education, textbooks,
discourse analysis, worker education
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