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Professional Identity of Geographical Teacher
Under the Change of Curriculum Reforms

Chieh-Hsin Chiu Lien-Shang Wu
Ph.D. Student Professor and President
Department of Geography Department of Geography
National Kaohsiung Normal National Kaohsiung Normal
University University
Teacher

Kaohsiung Municipal Wufu
Junior High School

Abstract

In the changes to Taiwan’s 12-year basic education curriculum,
geography has continued to be recontextualized from a single discipline into
a field of social learning, and attention has turned to the practical benefits of
this subject in cultivating students’ abilities. This paper adopted the teacher’s
professional identity dialogue and guidance model as its framework,
conducting in-depth interviews with seven geography teachers in Kaohsiung
City. The first finding of the study was that geography teachers switch
between three overlapping categories (geography teacher, administrative
teacher, class teacher) within two core identities — a “professional
geographer identity” and a “professional teacher identity”. Second, the study
found that textbooks can be transformed into a framework for reconstruction
of a society that cares about the world, and that maps and observations are
important aspects of the knowledge and skills of geography. Third, it was
found that in the process of curriculum change, the professional identity of
geography teachers is a process of dynamic adjustment, which is greatly
affected by structural influences and the workplace culture of the school.

Keywords: curriculum, geography education, teacher professional identity
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