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Textbook Editors As Transformative Intellectuals:
Possibilities and Practices

Jia-Hua Guo
PhD Student
Curriculum & Instruction, Department of Education

National University of Tainan

Abstract

Following Taiwan’s open textbook policy, issues related to the price
and quality of textbooks have been raised. This article re-examines the
process of textbook editing from the perspective of critical pedagogy. First,
the meaning of “transformative intellectuals” is interpreted in order to
discuss the possibility of textbook editors as “transformative intellectuals”.
Next, the knowledge and power operations of the textbook development
process are described from the perspective of critical pedagogy. Finally, the
following practical directions for textbook editors as “transformative
intellectuals” are proposed: 1. Discover the implied meanings behind
phenomena; 2. Take social responsibility; 3. Develop authentic
implementations of “one-guideline-multiple-versions”; 4. Encourage
publishing editors to complete in-service training and ability enhancement
programs.
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