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Abst rac t  

Academic curricula had seldom been the object of historical studies until Kliebard 

emphasized the study of curriculat history. This article presents his curricular history 

studies and their implications for education. Kliebard’s studies focus on two interre-

lated themes, democracy and liberal education. He argues that the best way to under-

stand curriculum theory is by way of metaphor. His studies mainly examine curricular 

development from the 1890s to the 1950’s, a period in which four groups struggled for 

the control of curriculum development in the USA. Kliebard shows how curricular 

history studies may increase our critical sensitivity to phenomena which we normally 

take for granted. Current curriculum studies in Taiwan should also be examined  

“historicized.” The author suggests that the study of curricular history can provide a 

more comprehensive understanding of educational history and clarify the problem of 

educational reform. He finally urges the adoption of a “spiral” model of curricula to 

replace the so-called “pendulum swing” curricular model. 
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