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Reconceptualizing Sociological Studies of 

Curriculum 

Chin-Ju Mao 

Abst rac t  

Inspired by William Pinar’s notion of reconceptualization, this article analyzes the 

shifting discourse of the sociology of curriculum in the USA and Taiwan. By analyzing 

the shifting ground of the sociology of the curriculum, the author proposes the adoption 

of a post-structuralist perspective on the curriculum as a theoretical tool and analytical 

strategy for researchers who are interested in the sociological study of curricula. This 

post-structuralist perspective goes beyond asking “Whose curriculum and who benefits 

from it?” to ask, “What happens in the curriculum”—the latter being an experience- 

oriented question. The author concludes that the relationship between the curriculum 

and the educated “subject” (or identity construction) will be a crucial theme for cur-

riculum studies in the future. 
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