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The Modern/Postmodern Value Crisis Faced by
the Reformation of School Culture(s) and
a Possible Solution

Yau-Ting Wang
Abstract

This article analyzes the modern/postmodern crisis in values faced by school cul-
tural reformation and seeks a solution. This value crisis involves, in the context of
modernity, the problems of human alienation, bias due to instrumental values, and
self-effacement, and, in the context of postmodernity, the flattening out of ethical val-
ues by consumerism, negation of fundamental values, and exclusion of objective value
standards. Based on his analysis of this value crisis, the author suggests a solution: the
discourse-construction of a given school community’s rationality and a new openness
to multiple values may be able to overcome the value-crisis faced by the reformation of
school cultures.
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