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The Impact of Globalization on
Educational Research

Shen-Keng Yang
Abstract

Through the historical approach and metatheoretical analysis this paper attempts
to explicate the methodological changes that have been overtaking educational research
under the impact of globalization. First of all, the alternate rise and fall of methodo-
logical universalism and particularism in educational research since the enlightenment
are analyzed in order to show that globalization, though tending to favor a universal
homogeneity, does not ignore local particularities. An analysis of the meaning and na-
ture of globalization in the political, economic and cultural arenais undertaken in order
to expound the dialectical relationship between globalization and localization, specifi-
cally from the perspectives of J. W. Meyer & F. O. Ramirez's Neo-Institutionalism and
R. Robertson’s global field model. Finally, recommendations are proposed for the fu-
ture improvement of educational research with a view to building a prosperous, har-

monious, globalized world.
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