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A Study of the Implementation of Japan’s
New “Courses of Study” Curriculum

Szu-Wel Yang
Abstract

In 1998-1999, the new Courses of Study curriculum was introduced to Japanese
education for all grade levels from pre-school through high school. The Japanese gov-
ernment set 2000-2001 as the transition period in which preparations would be made
for this new program, with the understanding that it would be implemented by April,
2002 for the elementary and junior high school levels and by April, 2003 for the senior
high school level. This new curriculum sought to reduce the study load for young stu-
dents by allocating 5 days a week to class time. This research project analyzed the
transition procedures for the Japanese curriculum by exploring the workings of the
Japanese government’s educational administrative sectors, as well as the public school
administrations, with regard to promoting and preparing for this new curriculum during
the transition period. This project therefore focused on the role of both the Japanese
government and school administrations in developing and promoting the new curricu-
lum. As a new nine-year curriculum has been recently promoted in Taiwan, such a

comparison with the Japanese experienceis clearly necessary and important.
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