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Predicting the Future: The Issue of the Paradigm

Shift in Historical Research and its Implications
for the Study of Educational History

Ren-Jie Lin
Abstract

This study consists of three parts. First, several questions are raised after a careful
analysis of Yu-Wen Chou’s thesis, presented in 2004 and entitled Four Conceptual
Questions on Research Methods in Educational History. Second, the different view-
points and beliefs of analytic and narrative history, as well as their respective beliefs
are elaborated after a discussion of the development of, and paradigm shift in, western
historiography. Finally, on the basis of the above arguments, the author suggests that
we use the research methods of social science and analytic history to approach the
study of educational history.
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