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Restoring Women to History: The Educational
| deas about Gender Education of
Christine de Pizan

Yung-Chuan Fang
Abstract

The main purpose of this article is to inquire into the educational thinking of the
French woman writer Christine de Pizan (1364-1430). The first female literary profes-
sional, Pizan was caled by some “the first feminist in western history.” She wrote
many works about women'’s issues and the issue of peace, and argued that women
should receive the same education that men received; that is, she advocated the equal-
ity of men and women. The author regards three of Pizan's works —The Book of the
City of Ladies, The Book of Three Virtues and The Book of the Body Politic— as her
most important with regard to education; here she discusses the most important works
on the issue of education; here she discusses the education of women, of men, of the
prince, and of the people. In analyzing Pizan's educational ideas, the author finds that
Pizan emphasized above all the importance of “humanity”—both from a feminist
standpoint and out of concern for the welfare of the common people. The author then
argues, based on the views of this pioneering woman writer of the late Medieval/early
Renaissance period, that the restoration of humanity must be our primary concern when
we face the issue of “social justice” today.

Keywords: feminism, female education, Christine de Pizan
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