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Abstract

Over the past years, many researchers have paid much attention to
education-job mismatch. However, it is difficult to accumulate the research
results because the measures of overeducation and controlled variables are
inconsistent among existing studies. Based on the national survey data,
Social Change Survey in Taiwan, this paper develops a new measure of
education-job mismatch that integrates self-assessment with half standard
deviation method to estimate the extent of education-job mismatch in
Taiwan’s labor force and its impact on workers’ earnings and subjective
consciousness, including job satisfaction, career perspective and class
identification. Findings are as follows: when “education” is controlled,
overeducated workers have lower earnings than adequately-educated ones;
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when both “education” and “earnings” are controlled, overeducated workers
have lower job satisfaction and class identification, hold a more pessimisticr
career perspective, and are more likely to identify with the proletariat than

adequately educated ones.

Keywords: a new measure of education-job mismatch, overeducation,
earnings, subjective consciousness
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