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The Medium for Influencing the Interactive
Relations Between Structure and Agency:
An Analysis of Primary School Teachers’

Professional Identity and Cultural
Awareness

Tien-Hui Chiang
Professor & Chairperson
Department of Education

National University of Tainan

Abstract

For A. Giddens and M. Archer, there is an interactive relationship
between structure and agency because rational reasoning allows the actor to
realize structural constraints and evaluate his/her own abilities and, then,
generates practical actions. Nevertheless, those two scholars may overview
the power of rational reasoning. This article argues that both identity and
cultural awareness are able to produce a profound influence on one’s rational
reasoning that, thus, regulate practical actions. Therefore, if we would like to
improve the phenomenon of cultural reproduction via primary schoo
teachers’ agency, their identity and cultural awareness need to be taken into

account.

Keywords: structure, agency, identity, cultural awareness, primary school

teacher
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