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Tracking and Student Cultures: An
Ethnographic Research of Two Classes of
Senior High School Girls in North Taiwan

Horng-wen Huang
Professor
Department of Education
National Taiwan Normal University

Hsin-Yi Wang
Teacher
Taipei Wego Private High School

Abstract

This is an ethnographic research describing and comparing the student
cultures of two classes in a single sex senior high school of girls in North
Taiwan. Based on tracking regulations in the school, girls are segregated into
two groups majored either in science or humanity. Seemingly, girls majored
in science develop a gender free life style in school, while underneath the
deep part of their culture, they still accept traditional gender biased concepts.
Girls majored in humanity construct a counter school culture, which
transmits traditional female role images, like gossip or make up. On the one
hand, the two classes of girls penetrate the patriarchic domination by
showing some resistance. On the other, as in Paul Willis research, they both
confront limitations inside and outside their cultures blocking the full
development of their penetrations. Transforming patriarchic domination
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really isn’t an easy task. However, this research also argues that some school
arrangements and those cultural concepts entangling with the gendered
biased ones may depress the effect of patriarchic ideology to some extent.
Some implications for educational practice are also suggested.

Keywords: tracking, student cultures, ethnography, gender segregation
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