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Whose Version of Civic Education? Alternative
Discourses and Practices of Non-governmental
Organizations in Hong Kong

Thomas Kwan-choi Tse
Associate professor
Department of Educational Administration & Policy
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Abstract

Citizenship is de facto a political and spatial concept, and it should be
considered in the context of multi-locality. Adopting a Gramscian viewpoint,
this study analyzes the cultural politics of Hong Kong at local, national, and
global levels, through the dynamic formation of its civic education. The
results show how citizenship and identity are hotly contested. Therefore,
while the official civic education program is oriented towards nationalism,
the pluralistic and vibrant civil society allows a hybridization and cross-
fertilization of multiple discourses and practices to run parallel with the state
project, either in a complementary or competitive way. Civic education
launched by the pan-democratic camp in the civil society may be viewed as
empowerment struggles for human rights and democracy, compared with the
domestication efforts made by the government and the pro-Beijing camp, as
well as the tyranny of global capitalism.

Keywords: citizenship, civil society, non-governmental organizations, Hong
Kong
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