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Social Class Effect on Children’ Academic
Achievement: Using Family Resources as
Analytic Frame

Hsin-Fu Chou
Associate Professor
Center for Teacher Education, Cheng Shin University

Abstract

This study probes into the influence of social class, and parents’
resources on the academic achievement of junior high school students. The
family resources include economic capital, cultural capital, and social capital
in the family. The family economic capital is application of study funds in
the family. The cultural capital consists of formal cultural activities
participation. The social capital includes three aspects: the interaction of
parents and children, the interaction of family and school, and the family’s
model. There are 1,375 junior high school students participating in this
research. The results of the study find that the main variable which
influences the academic achievement is the family economic capital; the
second influence is the variables about social class. The social classes are
managers or capitalists, the more economic capital, then the higher the
children’s academic achievement. The cultural capital in the family has no
remarkable power in predicting the academic achievement. This result proves
that the idea of the quality of educational opportunities in Taiwan’s junior
high schools still remains to be promoted.

Keywords: social class, family resources, economic capital, cultural capital,
social capital
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