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Are the Achievements of Mountain
Indigenous Students Lower Than Those of
Plain Indigenous Ones? The Possible
Mechanisms of Academic Achievement Gap
among the Indigenous Tribes and the Han
Elementary School Students in Taitung

You-1 Wu
Principal
Sing-long Elementary School

Yih-Jyh Hwang
Department of Education
National Taitung University

Abstract

The majority of studies in the past have failed to include sufficient
indigenous samples to enrich analysis, or the indigenous samples were
lumped together to compare or contrast with the non-indigenous samples.
The study uses the database of Taiwan Taitung Educational Panel Survey,
including data from sixth graders, their parents, teachers, and principals. The
abundant indigenous samples in the database are beneficial to compare the
school and non-school factors resulting in the achievement gaps between
students from the six indigenous tribes and the Hans in Taitung. Results
indicate that the achievements of any indigenous students are significantly
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below those of the Han students, especially in the case of plain indigenous
students, not mountain indigenous ones as we usually think of, and factors
resulting in the gaps are explored. The Amis, who live in the plain areas, has
the largest population among the indigenous students, but has next to the
lowest average in achievement scores, only higher than the Dawu, who has
the fewest population. The low achievement of the Amis students is the main
factor for achievement gap between the indigenous students and the Hans.
The factors affecting the low achievement of the Amis are attributed to the
lower SES, the high percentage of the broken family structure, more
“negative cultures.” The Bunun, who live in the mountain villages, produce
higher average achievement scores than the other indigenous studetns. The
causal effects are found in the fact that the Bunun studetns have higher
financial resources in school.

Keywords: plain indigenous students, mountain indigenous students,
academic achievement
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