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Beginning with Methodology: A Narrative Inquiry for
Understanding An Urban Elementary School’s
Curriculum Innovation

Ming~J ane Chuang )

Abstract

Narrative inquiry is a dynamic process and telling stories, and reliving and retelling
stories, not only those of participants but those of inquirers as well. This inquiry, as a two
year inquiries, is designed to lead audience to an understanding of the narrative inquiry
approach to curriculum studies since 2005 to 2006. | attempted to know what it was and
how it worked in an urban elementary school (Mountain School) curriculum innovation
settings. Inquiry into on the Mountain School’s teachers and school curriculum leaders
understanding of their school curriculum innovation affected by what social and cultural
effects? and how they interrupted their narratives of school curriculum innovation.

Finally, drawing on a narrative reconceptualization of school curriculum innovation,
I used two narrative accounts from two school settings in this two-year inquiry. | offered
an understanding of interruptions to Mountain School stories. Further, the methodology
issues such as ethics, validity, and writing style of narrative inquiry have been explored
on an ongoing basis during the course of this teachers’ curriculum praxis of narrative
inquiry.

Keywords: methodology, school’s curriculum innovation, narrative inquiry

" Ming-Jane Chuang, Processor, National Taipei University of Education. E-mail: currere@gmail.com
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