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A Study on the Value-Orientation Embedded in the
Current Four Sets of Chinese Language Textbooks of
Junior Secondary Schools in Taiwan

Man~Sing Ho*

Abstract

This article examines the value-orientation embedded in the current four sets of
Chinese language textbooks of junior secondary schools in Taiwan from the perspective
of citizen’s moral value. It aims to understand the content, the proportion and ways of
presentation of the value-orientation in the textbooks. Through such a research, it is more
effective for us to examine whether the value-orientation, which is set as one of the
teaching objectives in the curriculum syllabus, has been implemented in the textbooks.
This research began with building an analytical framework based on the literature review,
and then it employed qualitative research method in first place and quantitative research
method in the second place for data analysis.

The results of the research showed that the category of value-orientation at the
world level was missing in the textbooks throughout all the three forms of the secondary
schools, while those at the levels of family, nation, ethnicity and nature were also found
missing more or less. In short, the four sets of textbooks failed to play the designated
function such as that “textbooks are vectors of value-orientation”. However, there is still
a room for improvement on the proportion of each category. For example, category at
individual level accounted for too much in the four sets of textbooks while categories at
national and ethnic levels were far less in the proportion of them. This made it hard to
implement the teaching objectives set by the curriculum documents. It is suggested that
the value-orientation of the textbooks should be based on the students’ psycho-cognitive

" Man-Sing Ho, Associate Professor, Department of Chinese, The Hong Kong Institute of Education.
E-mail: msho@ied.edu.hk
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development. However, the development of a number of “A” or “V” indicated that it is
on a random basis that the textbook material was selected. Recommendations are made as
follows. If there were definite criteria in suggesting the proportion on the quality and
quantity of value-orientation in various areas, not only a basis for the textbook compiling
could be laid, but also the quality of the textbooks could be assured.

Keywords: Taiwan, Chinese language textbooks of junior secondary schools, value-
orientation
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