000 O O http://www.edubook.com.tw/CallforPaper/JCS/?f=oa
000000 DO http://www.edubook.com.tw/?f=o0a
0000000 O http://www.ericdata.com/?f=oa

R
ELEles
4% 1H] 200849 H H1-21

aR PRy Tk AT RE ) BORE G : SohieE i
%

N A S
W B

"H  se A2 2 ARy B i g sseil o T, s Rk
NREE AT MBI s A Tl 24 kA A BRE LR

Bl BRI~ (f_xgx;}’};—lﬁ[\ ‘,;,7},,\;} gvizﬁim—» ~k,px5]$g&_&z;fj¢})\ B gt
Wood WIAAE 2 ey TH sl adimpEy b a T, s
%éﬁﬁéi@’éﬁ&ﬁ%ﬁ%%ﬁZkﬁﬁﬁﬁ%°iéﬁﬂé%%ﬁ&ié
bl EREF R B B A R AR EAE Tic, o TH | 5o 25 o p 2000 fikAeic
Ak FEFAESY T R RREITE S MR FVROT R R
AA P REREY DY REERIGERRAEIAT A0 0 T Rl
A DI R E R KB T TR T R B @ Py

Ffe TH sl n - R La e o

\

Iﬁ‘—l;ﬁjrﬁJJ:‘C%ﬁ’ﬁ

BRG] © SREECR - SRIEEHE - 2EljEim

TS > BB KT S RGRE XS Y LB KE2 Bl A = o E-mail: jaclo@ied.edu.hk
THRSE o ARKTEREBEARE (BF) KT SIRRE 2 HA K o E-mail: kerryk@
ied.edu.hk

TEAH B 2 A BT By 188 k2412 5 - E-mail: pkfok@ied.edu.hk



000 O O http://www.edubook.com.tw/CallforPaper/JCS/?f=oa
000000 DO http://www.edubook.com.tw/?f=o0a
0000000 O http://www.ericdata.com/?f=oa

Journal of Curriculum Studies
Sep., 2008, Vol. 4 No. 1, pp. 1-21

The Implementation of “Soft” and “Hard” Policy on the
School Curriculum: Teachers’ Perspectives

Jacqueline Kin~San8 Chan *, Kern] John Kenneclg **, Ping~Kwan Fok ™"

Abstract

The use of legal structures to force compliance has been termed as ‘Hard’ policy.
*Soft’ policy is derived from international law and has been used to analyze the European
Union policies. ‘Soft” policy is non-binding in character. It attracts actors’ adoption of
newly installed policies through persuasions, communications, guidelines, sharing of
resources, meetings, etc. As contemporary society changes, ‘hard’ policy has its
limitation in the implementation of new policies. ‘Soft’ policy fills this gap and brings
along a different perspective for implementation. By using the example of the current
curriculum reform in Hong Kong, this paper aimed to explore the “‘soft” and “hard’ policy
implementation through teachers’ perspectives. Since 2000, ‘soft’ policy has been used by
the Hong Kong Government through the provision of resources and manpower to assist
the innovations implemented in local schools. It seemed that these ‘soft” methods should
be welcomed by the local school teachers. However, teachers were pessimistic about the
current policy implementation. In general, teachers perceived that they had no choice but
to implement the stated government reforms in their schools. In the end, they felt that
‘soft’ and “hard’ policy did not differ much.
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