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Journal of Curriculum Studies
Special Issue, pp. 23-46

Curricular Politics in Classroom: A Review of Teacher
Curriculum Autonomy in Chinese Mainland

Mingquan Yang*

Abstract

Even though the curriculum police in Chinese Mainland remains changing in
different stages, teachers have not got more curriculum autonomy before 21 century. In
this century, it is the mainstream that the education for all-around development reform
will be further and the educational innovation will be advanced. In this context, it is
possible for the recurrence and reconstruction of teachers’ curriculum autonomy.
Especially after the recent curriculum reform, many concepts of curriculum and the
value-view of new curriculum establish the precondition of theory and the base of idea
for teachers’ participation in the curriculum, which become the theory base of teacher
participation in curriculum change. As a result, teachers’ curriculum autonomy will be
achieved and teachers will have more and more ability to carry out curriculum innovation
and can improve it. It is a new phenomenon in Chinese Mainland that teachers can
participate and attain more chances in the process of curriculum change continually,
which will be a topic of curricular politics.

Keywords: curricular politics, teacher curriculum autonomy, teachers’ participation in
the curriculum, teacher empowerment

Mingquan Yang, Associate Professor, Institute of Curriculum and Instruction, Faculty of Education,
Beijing Normal University. E-mail: yangmgbnu@163.com
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