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Transformation and Renewal: Research on Classroom
Teaching Discourse in Mainland China

Gui~Qi118 An .

Abstract

With the “linguistic turn” and the rise of discourse analysis, more attention has been
paid to the research on classroom teaching discourse. There are two methods that are non-
critical method and critical method in the research field of classroom teaching discourse
in Mainland China over the past thirty years. Non-critical research includes two trends
that are semantics trend and pragmatics trend. Speaking rigidly, critical research on
classroom teaching discourse is still in its Starting period. Under the promotion of basic
education curriculum reform, traditional operating modes of classroom teaching discourse
have changed since 21 century. The identity, relation and idea system of teacher and
student have been partly reconstructed because of the new classroom teaching discourse
practice. However, classroom teaching discourse depends on the development of teachers’
critical language awareness if it truly becomes a kind of “emancipatory” discourse
practice. Facing the condition that research on classroom teaching discourse need make
an urgent breakthrough in Mainland China, we expect more researchers to devote
themselves to the research on classroom teaching discourse with the high sense of
mission.

Keywords: classroom teaching discourse, personal identity, teacher-student relation, idea
system, critical language awareness

“ Gui-Qing An, Associate Professor, Institute of Curriculum and Instruction, East China Normal
University. E-mail: anguiging@163.com
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