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Journal of Curriculum Studies
Special Issue, pp. 1-28

“A Tale of Two Cities” on the School-based Curriculum
Development in Macao: “Long Distance” vs. “Immersion”
Approaches

Sou~Kuan Vong, Juan Wu, Xu~Hua Sun
Abstract

The schooling system of Macao Special Administrative Region (known as Macao
SAR) comprises a majority of private schools. In accordance with the SAR Basic Law,
private schools enjoy a great autonomy to run their schools. As such, the local government
has encountered many difficulties in educational reform. In order to explore the space
of intervention in curriculum matters, the government has continued to give financial
support to schools through government initiated school development schemes. Under
the leadership of the government, the university-school collaborative project has become
one of the significant attempts to enhance teacher professional development as well as
school effectiveness. This paper aims to examine the two approaches of school-based
curriculum development, namely “long-distance” and “immersion” in order to reveal the
effectiveness and actual changes in the school. The research data is basically derived from
interviews and documents provided by the researched school.

Keywords: enhancement strategy, school-based curriculum, professional development,
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