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The Issues of Indigenization in the Elementary Social
Studies Curriculum

Mei-Hui Liu, Li-Ching Hung
Abstract

This study aims to analyze how the elementary social studies curriculum dealing
with the issue of “indigenization” after lifting the martial law in 1987. This study analyzes
three different curriculum standards/guidelines and the textbooks edited based on them.
The following findings emerge from this study. Taiwan is described as a province of
China then as a homeland and finally as ROC in Taiwan. The old editions emphasize the
democratic systems starting from the establishment of ROC, however, the new editions
describe it starting after lifting the martial law. The old editions emphasize the blood
relationship between Taiwan and mainland China, while the new editions emphasize
the diversity of multiethnic groups in Taiwan. The new editions put more emphasis on
the indigenous people than on the new immigrants from South-East Asia. However,
the textbooks emphasize the importance of cultural difference and harmony rather than

analyzing the structures of prejudice and discrimination.
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