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The Long and Winding Road for the Poorly
Educated Indigenous People to Return Home
Employed amid Globalization: From the
Viewpoint of Community Elites

Chun-Yen Kuo
Associate Professor
Dept. of Social Work & Child Welfare
Providence University

Abstract

As the poorly educated indigenous people were forced to return to their
tribes, they were faced with mounting challenges of underdeveloped cultural
industry and unemployment due to globalization. This study revealed their
unsettling journey home, from the viewpoint of community elites. Qualitative
data were collected through in-depth interviews. Findings showed that, in
Sinyi Township, the development of tourism, traditional tribal arts, and
sophisticated agriculture were suffocated by natural disasters and problems
of transportation, legislation, and funding. Despite the governmental efforts,
those poorly-educated returned home and remained unemployed in their
tribal regions. In order to overcome all these challenges and difficulties, the
researcher suggested that the Council of Indigenous Peoples of Executive
Yuan should be empowered to consolidate policy planning and
implementation, as well as to coordinate with local awareness and needs.

Keywords: indigenous people, poverty, education, globalization, workfare
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