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Educational Problems and Student Subjects
Reflected in Student-submitted Letters: The
Opinion Section of the United Daily News from
1993-2009

Deng Tzong-Sheng
Assistant Professor,
Department of Cultural Business Development,
Meiho University

Abstract

This paper examined discourse concerning representation of the
educational order, power, and knowledge in the opinion letters submitted by
students. It employed two types of order proposed by Bernstein as
frameworks and explored educational problems through Foucault's methods
of discourse analysis.

It was found that the education-related problems discussed and
analyzed by students in Taiwan were associated with various types of life
and order brought about by “examinations.” Because “examinations”
constituted an “assessment technique” centered on the student, they could
form an ethical consensus (fairness) and possess the function of social
segmentation (i.e., tracking and specialization).

Education had oscillated between “trained thinking” (ends-oriented)
and “assessment thinking” (means-oriented). More diverse school entrance
channels promoted the diversification of “assessment techniques.” Although
students could understand the ends, the means preoccupied their external
(segmentation) and internal (ethical) thinking, which caused them to have a
shift in subject from “I think” to “thinking about myself.”

Keywords: letters to the editor, students, educational problems, discourse
analysis
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