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Modernity and the New Research Path to School
Cultural Reformation: A School Metaculture
Approach

Yau-Ting Wang
Doctoral Candidate
Graduate Institution of Education
National Chung Cheng University

Abstract

Modernity is characterized by rationalization, and school meta-culture
signifies the greater reflexivity in the context of modernity. On careful
comparison, school culture is “controlled by rules,” while school meta-
culture “changes rules.” Therefore, school meta-culture can direct school
culture by redefining its future prospects, values, meanings, and procedures.
The study of school meta-culture has shown the prospect of researching on
school cultural reformation. It has focused on the redefinition of values, self-
integration, self-reflexivity, critical aesthetics, and advanced observations.
Three research aspects are emphasized here: the functions of school meta-
culture, how school meta-culture influences the formation of school culture,
and how school meta-culture affects the mentality of school culture. In terms
of epistemology, the analysis has focused on the interests of meta-activity,
frameworks of meta-activity, value reconstruction, capital transformation,
and types of school cultural crises. In regard to methodology, cultural spiral
analysis is suggested.

Keywords: school metaculture, modernity, research on school cultural
reformation
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