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A Comparative Study of the Financial Capital of
Family Educational Resources between Rich and
Poor Families

Kate Yeong-Tsyr Wang Jun-Rong Chen
Professor Lecture
Graduate Institute of Social Work, ~ Department of Social Welfare,
National Taiwan Normal National Chung Cheng University
University
Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the financial capital of
educational resources in terms of family consumption expenditures and
learning equipment between rich and poor families with children. Rich
families invested nearly twice as much money as the poor did. The gap
between rich and poor families with preschoolers was even larger. Since
there were more children in poor families, poor children received less in
terms of financial resources per child. As for the learning equipment, the rich
owned three or more learning items, but the poor only had one or two items,
though the gap had lessened gradually. Larger inequality also existed among
families with preschoolers regarding learning equipment. Besides, two well-
known theories of parental investment were examined. They needed to be
revised according to different income groups or distinct definitions of
financial capital. Finally, policy recommendations were presented.

Keywords: family educational resources, financial capital, parental
investment
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