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Delinquent Behaviors of Junior High School
Students: A Social Capital Perspective

Chih-Lung Hsieh
Department of Public and Cultural Affairs,
National Taitung University
Assistant Professor

Abstract

This paper was aimed to explore the impact that social capital had on
the delinquency of junior high school students. It was expected that both
closure and expansion of social networks would play active roles in the
formation of children’s behaviors. The former referred to parental networks
that seemed to have the authority to control children’s behaviors in schools,
and the later referred to adolescents’ ego-networks. When adolescents’
friends were more diverse and from mixed backgrounds, peer networks might
affect their behaviors. The results showed that peer networks had a
significant effect on adolescent delinquency. While “negative” peers could
worsen the degree of delinquency, “positive” peers appeared to exert positive
influence on their deviated behaviors. Parental networks, on the other hand,
had no significant connection with junior high school students’ delinquency.

Keywords: Junior High School Students, Delinquency, Social Capital,
Parental Network, Peer Network
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H B & A B rae -.108 .898 -.166 .847
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- PRkt R
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R S
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-2LL 14370.794
Prob R? 0.112
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