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The Structural Hierarchy and Relations of the
Curriculum Development Mechanism in Chinese
Mainland

Gang~Ping Wu & Hui Han
Abstract

There are three basic forms of curriculum development mechanism, which are
centralization, decentralization and school autonomation. In Chinese Mainland, basic
education is the responsibility of local authorities according to the management system,
but its curriculum development mechanism is a typical form of centralization with a
uniform strategy of national curriculum development.

Under the national curriculum frameworks, its curriculum development mechanism
shows a distinct structural hierarchy in which there are complex relations and coactions of
dominance, assistance, reinforce, compensation, supervision and adjustment.

The curriculum developers under the mechanism of centralization are trying to find a
way of decentralization to counteract the centralization’s weakness. One of their strategies
is local and school-based curriculum development (SBCD), as has occurred in Chinese
Mainland. But in fact, SBCD under the mechanism of centralization doesn’t go on as
smoothly as its policy makers expect. Especially there are many internal contradictions

between and within institutions and ideas, managements and evaluations, current
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needs and cultural traditions. Therefore, the mechanism of centralization has brought
about greatly different meaning understanding and strategy making in SBCD from the

mechanism of decentralization.

Keywords: Chinese mainland, curriculum development mechanism, hierarchy
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