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The New Senior Secondary School Curriculum Reform
in Hong Kong: School Policy Makers’ Perspectives and
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Abstract

Since 2009, the senior secondary school curriculum in Hong Kong has undergone a
large scale of change. Instead of taking two public examinations, all students will receive
free six-year secondary school education and sit the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary
Education Examination at their exit point. With such a change, the Hong Kong senior
secondary school curriculum faces its greatest challenge that has ever met. In terms of
curriculum orientations, the new secondary school curriculum espouses compulsory
education instead of elitist education. In terms of teaching and learning, the new
secondary school curriculum needs to adopt various teaching methods in order to solve
the problems of individual differences. With this challenge, it is interesting to explore how
school policy makers perceive the new senior secondary school curriculum, as well as
the decisions they make on the planning and construction of their new school curriculum.
This paper aims to explore the perspectives and decision making of the school policy
makers on the new secondary school curriculum. It focuses on three questions: (1) What

are the perspectives of the school policy makers on the new secondary school curriculum?
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(2) What are the decision making of the school policy makers in constructing the new
school curriculum in their own school contexts? (3) What are the factors affecting school

policy makers’ decisions?

Keywords: curriculum reform, curriculum perspectives and decision making, school

policy makers
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