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Education and Social Reform: The Practical
Implications of George S. Counts’ Social
Reconstructionism

Hung-Ming Chung
Teacher,
National Ilan University Affiliated
Vocational Continuing Education High School

Abstract

This paper explored Counts’ educational discourses of social reform by
education. Firstly, it analyzed Counts’ views on education. Counts thought
that educational process should have a clear direction to follow besides
taking children into account. Secondly, Counts believed that there was no
universal essence of education; indeed, it was a contextual institution.
Thirdly, Counts contended that the purpose of education was fundamentally
social. According to his theory, democratic ethic and industrialism were two
key points. He thought that the basis of American democracy must be rebuilt
in order to meet the challenges of industrial era. He indicated that
collectivism was the characteristic of industrial era as contrasted with
individualism, which was exalted in agricultural era. Collectivism promoted
the pursuit of general welfare and the cooperation among groups. Looking
forward to social reform led by education, teachers were invested with great
responsibility and anticipation.

Keywords: George S. Counts, Social Reconstructionism, Progressivism
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