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The Changing Concepts of Nation in Social
Studies Textbooks of Taiwan’s Elementary
Schools

Ying-Hong Chen Jason Chien-Chen Chang
Doctoral Student Professor
Department of Education, Department of Education,
National Taiwan Normal Chinese Culture University
University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to analyze the changing concepts of
nation in social studies textbooks of Taiwan's elementary schools and their
connection with the corresponding political transformations since the
abolition of martial law.

The major findings were as follows: 1. The concept of nation in the
1975 curriculum was centered on Sinoism. 2. The concept of nation in the
1993 curriculum was turned into one that mixed Sinoism with Taiwanism. 3.
The concepts of nation in the 2001 and 2003 curriculums were focused on
Taiwanism. 4. The concepts of nation in the four curriculums reflected their
respective political contexts. 5. The concept of nation was constructed
diversely in different versions of textbooks ever since 1975. 6. The
government’s discourses on nation had strongly influenced the contents of
textbooks.

Keywords: textbooks, nation, content analysis, correspondence analysis,
political party
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