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Abstract

Nicknaming is common among Taiwanese junior high school students.
Through naming and being named, students build connections and identities.
[t is also noteworthy that most nicknames are offensive, even sexist, and are
given by boys to girls with little resistance. The reasons and meanings
behind this gendered phenomenon remain unexplored. To this end, this study
conducted an ethnography of two junior high schools in southern Taiwan, in
order to explore the gendered interactions of nicknamed girls and their
namers as interpreted through the lens of symbolic interactionism. The
research findings are summarized as follows. First, the nicknames given to
junior high school girls are predominantly sexist, despite efforts to enhance
“gender equality education” in recent years. In fact, girls’ nicknames were
commonly associated with their bodies or body parts, embodying a
paradoxical complex involving aspects of both misogyny and philogyny.
Second, as sexist nicknames represent androcentric, heteronormative values,
which may be commonly expressed among adults, sexist nicknames may be
tacitly legitimized. As such, the boundary between nicknaming and bullying
becomes blurred, which makes it more difficult for girls to discern and resist
bullying. Third, given a lack of emotional awareness and maturity,
nicknaming may serve one means of building intimacy and peer solidarity,



9 EEREHEEE 5

even though the nicknames themselves are offensive.

As such, while girls are, to some extent, trapped within a gender power
structure, they, as co-players in symbolic interaction, are able to alter the
meaning of sexist names by re-interpretation, translation, reaction, and
correction. Thus, teenagers’ nicknames are far more complicated than most
adults imagine. The results of this study suggest that teachers should be
careful not to ignore students’ desires for and attempts towards building
relationships, while simultaneously identifying and addressing bullying
behaviors framed by sexist social structures.

Keywords: teenage girls, nicknames, gender interaction, emotional
education, ethnographic
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5 AlEIR A B E 2 E T E CHERA > BB E2HE - E8ET 28R
RAMHEFRER  SRANGULENLE - 52 SEFEBNESE
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