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Learn from Home During the COVID-19
Pandemic: Perspective on Mothers as Proxy
Educators

Tzong-Sheng Deng
Professor
Department of Science Communication

National Pingtung University

Abstract

This study highlights the diverse voices of 10 mothers of
homeschoolers. Qualitative research methods were used to understand the
activities that parents performed with their children, what they observed in
their children’s behavior at home, and how it affected their children. For this
purpose, this study was conducted according to the autoethnography, a
method used to describe and collect experiences. Within the context of this
study, the opinions of mothers of their children receiving transformation of
school education in the home school during their quarantine period were
elicited. As a result of the analysis of the interviews conducted within the
context of this study, four themes gathered under these stories were picked
up, including “mother to be proxy educator,”
home,

performance of learning from
” “reflect on form of learning” and “awareness of quality of
relationship.” As a conclusion, the thoughts for the mother instead of proxy
educator were found to be “unpredictability between the teachers and
student” expectations and what is offered by the school, including the effects
of online education on the child, creating interactional ideals, engaging in
curriculum directly, reflecting on educational meaning and mindful status,
social interaction of media use, and their encounter with the new experience

of homeschooling. Through being a proxy educator, mothers can help
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children navigate their own self-learning and promote positive coping skills
and school interactions. Proxy educators working with children can reduce
online boredom and establish a routine, which could create a sense of
interaction, and a positive learning environment.

Keywords: proxy educator, learning from home, autoethnography, online

learning
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