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Foreword

This book has two main goals. Firstly it argues that innovation, education, welfare
and democracy are not separate but deeply interconnected issues. Secondly it
analyzes how the model of Nordic welfare state and its educational system was
constructed in Finland and what potentialities it provides for solving the challenges
of today’s knowledge society. One of the foundations of the Nordic model has been
the idea of virtuous cycle between welfare, equality and economic development.
The book outlines a model of enabling welfare state which can be regarded as a
following phase in the development of the postwar Nordic welfare state. An
enabling welfare state has three distinctive features. Firstly, it shifts the focus from
social insurance and redistribution of incomes to the development of services and
institutions that enhance the development of skills and capabilities of the citizens.
The Finnish public comprehensive school is a good example of such a service, but
also public libraries, child and maternity care, daycare, open adult education,
cultural institutions as well as sport and civic associations play an important role.
They help citizens to develop capabilities of handling proactively the crisis of their
life and participating to the activities of society.

Secondly, the way of governing the development of services is based - instead of
rules and control from above - local experimentation and institutional learning. The
professionals and practitioners in public sector and firms are encouraged to
developed new solutions and good practices. The public authorities are entitled to
create mechanisms through which other actors working in the same field can learn
from the new solutions as well as to organize dialogue and collaboration between
shareholders. This is a form of governance needed in a knowledge and learning
society.

Thirdly, an enabling welfare state enhances democracy by mobilizing the citizens,
professionals and practitioners to solve of social problems and to the development
of institutions. Democracy is extended from representative democracy to
mobilization of citizens to innovative activities both in economy, in provision of
services and in civil society and associations. It is easy to see that these three goals
are mutually supporting and presuppose each other. They constitute in a new level a
virtuous cycle that constituted a foundation for the original Nordic welfare state
model.

Finland is a small nation with 5 million inhabitants with a particular cultural history
and traditions. Its solution cannot be directly emulated in societies with different
history and circumstances. However, recent decades has shown the Nordic welfare
state provides an important alternative model to neoliberal competition state when
we discuss about the future of knowledge and welfare society. Evidently much can
be learned about its institutional solutions. This is why I am particularly happy that
professor Chen took the initiative of translating my book in the Chinese language. |



hope it will stimulate the readers to think policy making and governance in new
ways.

Reijo Miettinen, Helsinki, Independence day of Finland 6.12.2014
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