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Abstract

Purposes of this research are: (1) Analyzing differences of family background among students
who were admitted to colleges via different entrance channels; (2) Comparing academic
achievement of college students who are enrolled via different entrance channels. A survey was
conducted. The survey population is defined as the first year college students enrolling in twelve
universities. Statistical methods employed in this study include multinomial logit regression and
interval regression. The main findings are: (1) After controlling for the effects of gender, father’s
ethnicity, mother’s ethnicity, father’s occupation, father’s education, and the respondents’ major,
students of better educated mother tend to have higher chances of entering colleges via applying for
admissions rather than taking entrance examination. (2) Holding other variables constant, the odds of
applying for admissions to enter college compare to taking united entrance examination channel are
higher among natural science and engineering students than humanities and social sciences students.
(3) After considering the effects of gender, family socioeconomic status, majors, public or private
university controls, and learning habits, college freshmen who entering colleges via
“individual-apply” channel or “high school recommend” channel perform better academically in the
first year than those who were enrolled by taking united entrance examination channel.

Keywords: Multiple Channels of College Entrance System, higher education, family background,
academic achievement

Corresponding Author: Fang-Hua Tien, E-mail: floratien@ntu.edu.tw





