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Abstract

This study utilizes text analysis method to examine junior-high school textbooks from the
National Standardized Version, “Knowing Taiwan Version,” to textbooks after the Grade 1-9
Curriculum Reform. The goal is to understand how the narratives of Taiwanese history were
influenced and changed by ideologies of Chinese consciousness and Taiwanese consciousness. We
explored the relationship between facts and interpretations and found that these three versions all
have facts interpreted through the lenses of the two ideologies. Textbook narratives were changed
from the Chinese-consciousness National Standardized Version to the Taiwanese-consciousness
“Knowing Taiwan” Version. “Knowing Taiwan” re-defined Taiwanese history in terms of
periodization and narrative structures. Textbooks after “Knowing Taiwan” not only used similar
national narrative structures, but also continued to reduce the historical relationship between China
and Taiwan. This research also found that Taiwanese history as a national history has not been able
to explain facts related to China well, making the national narrative less diverse and less inclusive in
providing a better and fuller historical interpretation. We argue for the democratic practice of history,
which aims to prepare students for historical thinking, so that students may develop their national

identities based on reason.
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